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O l d  Providcncc Stone Cllurch s t ands  on a  r o l l i n g  sward s t r e t c h i n g  
from the  i n t e r s e c t i o n  of Routcs 620 and 613 on t h e  e a s t  t o  a  s tone  walled 
cemetery on t h e  west .  Surrotinding the  church proper ty  i s  t h e  b e a u t i f u l  
Enrruland of  t h e  Shenandoah Val ley  wi th  t h e  Blue Ridge and Alleghany 
Plountai~ls i n  t h e  d i s t a n c e .  On t h e  h i l l  t o  t h e  e a s t  is a l a r g e  Georgian 
s t y l c  b r i c k  s t r u c t u r e  which now houses t h e  Old Providence congregat ion .  
A t  p re sen t  t h e  church i s  only  a  s h e l l ,  t h e  i n t e r i o r  having been gu t t ed  by 
f i r e  i n  1959. Only t h e  18" random rubble  l imestone w a l l s  a r e  o r i g i n a l ;  

' t h e  gable  roo f ,  wooden box co rn ice ,  and sash  were added a f t e r  the  f i r e .  
The r ec t angu la r  f ive-bay s t r u c t u r e  measures 70'  X 2 5 ' ,  and is one-s tory  i n  
he igh t .  Doorways a r e  loca ted  i n  each end and i n  t h e  c e n t e r  of each s i d e .  
An a d d i t i o n a l  doorway, now p a r t i a l l y  c losed  w i t h  concre te  block i s  s i t u a t e d  
i n  t h e  n o r t h  gable .  I t  is  be l ieved  t h a t  t h i s  door was used t o  reach  an 
i n s i d e  g a l l e r y .  Tnere a r e  fou r  windows on t h e  west  s i d e ,  f i v e  on t h e  e a s t  
s i d e ,  two i n  t h e  n o r t h  gable ,  and t h r e e  i n  t h e  south  gable .  Except f o r  the 
two windows i n  t h e  n o r t h  gable ,  a l l  t h e  openings a r e  topped by v e r t i c a l l y  
s e t  s tones .  

P lans  f o r  r e b u i l d i n g  t h e  i n t e r i o r  have been d i scussed ,  b u t  a t  
p re sen t  no f i r m  d e c i s i o n  on when o r  how i t  should be done has been reached. 
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I 
Old Providence Stone Church was e rec t ed  i n  1793 and i s  t h e  t h i r d  

' o l d e s t  s t and ing  P resby te r i an  meeting house i n  the  Valley of  Virg in ia .  1 
I 

Unlike t h e  much a l t e r e d  and enlarged e a r l i e r  examples: Augusta Stone church,' 
Augusta County, and Timber Ridge Church, Rockbridge County, Old Providence 1 
r e t a i n s  i t s  o r i g i n a l  propor t ions  and thus  se rves  t o  i l l u s t r a t e  t h e  s imple 

i 
t y l e  o f  the  e a r l y  meeting houses. The McCormick family and t h e i r  famous i 
s c i o n ,  Cyrus H a l l  McCormick, worshipped he re ,  as d i d  the  family of  I 

i 

! 
J.E.A. Gibbs, i nven to r  of a n  e a r l y  s u c c e s s f u l  sewing machine. ,The pa ren t s  I 

of both  men a r e  bur ied  i n  t h e  s t o n e  wal led  cemetery. 
It is known t h a t  a South Mountain Meeting House, a l og  s t r u c t u r e  and 

1 t h e  forerunner  of Old Providence, was i n  e x i s t e n c e  by 1743, when John Craig,/  
t h e  f i r s t  m i n i s t e r  i n  t h e  a r e a ,  v i s i t e d  and bapt ized  t h e  s e t t l e r s '  c h i l d r e n  
t h e r e .  I n  1746, t h e  church s p l i n t e r e d ,  and a group, e l e c t i n g  t o  fol low 1 

I John B l a i r ,  New Side  m i n i s t e r  and o rgan ize r ,  e s t a b l i s h e d  New Providence on : 
? i o f f a t l s  Creek s e r v e r a l  mi les  t o  t h e  west. The congregat ion  r e m i n i n g  a t  I 
t h e  South Mountain Meeting House became a p a r t  of t h e  Assoc ia t e  and Reform 1 
Presby te r i ans ,  advocat ing  t h e  use of  the  m e t r i c a l  v e r s i o n  of  psalms; they 1 
f i r s t  c a l l e d  t h e i r  church Old Providence du r ing  t h e  e a r l y  1760's.  I 

The land f o r  t h e  p resen t  s t r u c t u r e  was given i n  1793 by P a t r i c k  and 
Susanna H a l l ,  who a l s o  furn ished  t h e  timber and t h e  s t o n e  used i n  t h e  

I bu i ld ing .  I n  1844, the  congregat ion jo ined  t h e  f i r s t  Presbytery  A.R.P. 1 
Synod of  t h e  South. The church continued t o  f l o u r i s h  and even tua l ly  out -  
grew i t s  bu i ld ing  s o  a new church was cons t ruc ted  i n  1859. 

A f t e r  t h e  abandonment of t h e  s tone  b u i l d i n g ,  Misses Jennie  and Mary 
i 

P r i n g l e  of  New York r a n  a school  t h e r e .  When t h e  school  was c losed  by t h e  / 
ladvent  of t h e  War Between t h e  S t a t e s ,  t h e  bu i ld ing  was used a s  a res idence  
and a g?rmal s t o r e  f o r  a number of  yea r s .  From 1888 u n t i l  t h e  e a r l y  
twen t i e th  cen tu ry ,  t h e  Valley High School was organized i n  the o l d  church, I 

'which served  a s  bo th  classroom and dormitory. The b u i l d i n g  t h e r e a f t e r  
' s e r v e d  t h e  a r e a  as a meeting room and s o c i a l  h a l l  u n t i l  i t  was gu t t ed  by 
f i r e  i n  1959. Since t h e  f i r e  t h e  b u i l d i n g  has  been given some semblance i 
o f  i t s  o r i g i n i a l  e x t e r i o r  form by being re-roofed and having sash  i n s t a l l e d  
i n  t h e  window openings. I 
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